THE  BARONS   &   FALL   OF  DEMOCRATIC   GOVERNMENT   425

rumours multiplied; there was another outburst of feud and
fighting; Liberal papers began to speak almost tenderly of Papen;
the lesser evil they loved in a way that they never loved liberty.
But Papen seemed confident and the nation was confident. Then
without a word of warning came the news that the government
had resigned^, and that the President had sent to his late chancellor
a signed photograph of himself bearing the inscription, "I once
had a comrade."